ia. 


MITTLE COMMON 


Presented with the Compliments of 
LITTLE COMMON TRADERS’ ASSOCIATION 
August, 1959 
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WESTMINSTER BANK LIMITED 
” 
LITTLE COMMON & COODEN BRANGH 
Bank Building 
6 Cooden Sea Road, Little Common 


Bexhill-on-Sea, Sussex 
Telephone: Cooden 521 


Hours of business: Monday to Friday 10-12.30 


Under the management of Mr. E. J. Mornement 
(Manager Bexhill-on-Sea Branch) 
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| 
CROCKER’S 


LITTLE COMMON 


AN ALMOST UNENDING VARIETY 
OF HOUSEHOLD AND GARDEN 
REQUIREMENTS FOR YOUR 
INSPECTION — AND SELECTION 


TO VISIT US IS NO OBLIGATION 


* 


Telephone—Cooden 359 


FHE VIELAGE 


There is practically nothing you cannot buy at one 
shop or another in this village of Little Common, and 
in these days of ever-increasing bus fares, that is all to 
the good. 


But Madam, as you go from shop to shop in this re- 
markably self-contained community, you ‘may have 
wondered, as I did, how it all came about. Here you 
are, in this shop or that shop, and you may be standing 
right in the middle of the old village pond. Or the old 
forge. 

Let me take you back a bit—say to the year 1800 or 
thereabouts. 


What did the village look like then? It had a big 
triangular green, then commonland, on which cattle, 
sheep, horses and pigs grazed, together with ducks and 
chicken. 


At one end of it a narrow cart-track led over Cooden 
Down (where in Armada days a beacon would have 
been lighted immediately another blazed on Beachy 
Head) to Cooden Farm and the sea. 


Another cart-track from the village of Bexhill passed 
Kewhurst House (then Lloyd’s Signal Station), went 
right through the present churchyard, came past Peach 
Cottage (in what we now call The Twitten) and ended 
at ‘‘ Stride’s Castle.” 

Now you've got lost, Madam! In those days a Mr. 
Dick Stride ran the only shop in the village, a general 
store, and he sold everything from bacon to women’s 
clothes, from black treacle to shve oil (blacking was un- 
heard of). 

His shop stood on the site of Peartree Court, where 
Madame D’Alby has her hairdressing saloon. Had you 
been shopping then | Ib. of tea would cost you 7s., a 
loaf of bread 14d. and 1 Ib. of butter 1s. 2d. Bacon was 
Is. a lb., sugar 9d. alb. Salt 2s. 6d. a gallon. 

They called it “‘ Stride’s Castle’ because he owned a 
bit of green in front of it, a pond, and Cannon Cottage, 
now part of Lloyds Bank, next door to Churchill Drapery 
Stores. 


D. LYNDON JONES 


| CHEMISTS | 


(Pro: A. Praeger, F.P.S., A.M.B.I.M.) 


BEAUTY PREPARATIONS 
CAMERAS 


Telephone—Cooden 3080 
* 
Agents for ELIZABETH ARDEN 
LANCOME and HELENA RUBINSTEIN 


MANOR FARM DAIRY 


45 COODEN SEA ROAD Phone Cooden 23 


For 
Downlands Milk and Creamery Produce 


Delivered Daily to your Door 


4% COME AND SEE OUR SELECTION OF FINE FOODS * 


In about 1860 Stride’s shop had become Elliott’s 
stores and was pulled down in 1937. 


Why Cannon Cottage? About 1850 a Major Arm- 
strong was demonstrating to the War Office a new cannon 
on this bit of green, firing at a Martello Tower at Nor- 
mans Bay. 


Across the green was the Wheatsheaf (the old part is 
Tudor), where another cart-track led to Barnhorne. 
Opposite “Stride’s Castle’? about 1850 Bob Elliott 
opened the first bakery business. Today it is Frank 
Walter’s TV, radio and electrical engineering shop. The 
old faggott-fired bread ovens now form part of his 
showrooms. 


Where Cooden Engineering show-rooms stands was 
the blacksmith’s cottage, next door the old forge, now 
Orchards radio shop, the Westminster Bank and The 
Loft Tearooms. 


The blacksmith, Mr. W. J. Crocker, moved to what is 
now Viner’s hardware shop. At the far end of his 
showroom the horses stood waiting to be shod; in the 


middle was the anvil and the bellows. Mr. Crocker’s 
cottage is now Harry Viner’s office. 


Where the Crossways Tea Rooms stand was the big 
wheelwright’s shop run by the Dick’s family. Here the 
through coaches changed horses. 

The late George Dicks moved next door; the site is 
now Tommy Tucker’s sweetshop. From there to Two 
Trees Cafe was the old village pond, fed by another, on 
what is now Shepherd’s Close. 


When it overflowed it ran right through Pond Cottages, 
which stood opposite. They were pulled down when the 
building now housing Lyndon Jones the chemist and 
Henry Earl the baker was built. Round the corner was 
the butcher’s shop run by the Smith family. It was 
pulled down about 1934 when the present building, still 
a butcher’s shop owned by Mr. W. J. Sheppard, was 
built. 


There was the old Methodist Chapel (it’s now Frank 
Cheal’s the newsagent and tobacconist). Where the 
Catholic Church now stands was a_ timber-framed 
Tudor house at least 500 years old. 


Tel. COODEN 579 


BALLARD BROS. 
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Farm Shop 


Fruiterers . . Florists 
Greengrocers * Seedsmen 
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NEARLY 20 ACRES OF OUR OWN GARDENS 


LITTLE COMMON <: BEXHILL 


TELEVISION SALES & RENTALS 


WE ARE YOUR LOCAL SUPPLY & SERVICE ENGINEERS 
AND CAN GIVE YOU FAR BETTER SERVICE THAN 
OUTSIDERS 


Sur ELECTRICAL SERVICE '“anb' repairs 
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| HOOVER & ELECTROLUX Sales & Service 
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VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS 


FRANK WALTER & SONS 


Pear Tree Lane - Little Common 
Telephone—Cooden 417 


Opposite that was a grocers (begun about 1880) by 
the Duke family, which is now H. H. Hill’s, the grocers 
and off-licence. 

There were many more old cottages and farms. And 
there were numerous quaint characters walking about 
the village. We know about them—but we have not the . 
space to record them. 

So, Madam, that is what Little Common used to look 
like. Farming was the major occupation, but it did not 
pay half as well as smuggling, and smuggling paid better 
than building. 

This village had one of the best-known smuggling 
gangs in East Sussex, led by the Gillham family at Peach 
Cottage: respectable builders and carpenters by day, 
outrageous smugglers by night. 

Madam, a lot of romantic rubbish inspired by the late 
Rudyard Kipling, has been written about smugglers. 
Don’t you believe it. 

Well organised, the Little Common gang fought 
bloody battles where you now do your shopping, until 
1850, when it was no longer worth while. 

Look at these facts. January 6th, 1805: more than 
300 smugglers trying to collect 500 parcels of tea from a 
lugger off Cooden Beach. Beaten by the excisemen. 

February 13th, 1822: another gang of 300 trying to 
land 540 ankers of brandy from a lugger at Cooden. 
An exciseman shoots dead the smugglers’ leader (was he 
a Gillham?) and they retreated—to land the cargo two 
days later. 

That night, history records a beautiful woman awaited 
the lugger in a coach and six at Cooden. What was she 
doing? Awaiting letters from a spy in France? 

On the night of January 3rd, 1828, more than 200 
smugglers ran into a blockade of 40 Revenuemen. The 
fierce fight lasted for over an hour and the smugglers 
won. Dead on the battlefield was Quartermaster Collins 
of the Dragoons with his wounded men; beside hima 
smuggler named Smithurst, dead, with cudgel in hand. 
But no wounded smugglers to be interviewed later. The 
gang never left them behind. The dead tell no tales. 

That, Madam, was Little Common, complete com- 
munity of its own, as it is today, with one exception. It 
has far more than one shop to serve your needs. 


Telephone: COODEN 1 


LITTLE COMMON TRADERS ASSOCIATION 


20 COODEN SEA ROAD 
BEXHILL-ON-SEA 


Chairman ad 
Vice-Chairman .. 


Shopping 
Plan 
Ref. No. 
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Executive Officers: 


A. PRAEGER 
H. G. VINER 


Treasurer 
Secretary 


MEMBER BUSINESSES 


Title 


FRANK WALTER & SONS 
SYLVIA & D’ALBY 


COODEN ENGINEERING 
Co. LTD. 

ORCHARDS 

WESTMINSTER BANK 
LTD. 

THE LOFT TEA ROOMS 


HENRY EARL 
D. LYNDON JONES 


POST OFFICE 
MURDOCH & ISTED 


ELSA 
CHEALS 


HOH. HILL 


KNITCRAFT WOOL 
SHOP 

LLOYDS BANK LTD. 

CHURCHILL DRAPERY 


JOHN A. SHEPPARD 

THE FARM SHOP 

THORPE TATE & CO. 
LTD. 

TOMMY TUCKER 


MIDLAND BANK LTD. 
RICHES & GRAY 


GRAHAM BURROWS 
MANOR FARM DAIRY 
CROCKERS 

CARTER & VINER 


MELLUISH 


Business 


Television & Electrical 

Scalp Specialist, Modern 
Stylist & Cutting Specialist 

Motor Engineers, Vauxhall 
Dealers 

Television, Radio, Cycles . 

Bankers 


Cafe, Morning Coffee, 
Luncheons & Teas 

Baker & Confectioner k 

Chemists, Cosmetics, Photo- 
graphy : 

Stationers ae 

Chartered Auctioneers & 
Estate Agents <) 

Ladies’ Hair Stylist. . f 

Newsagent, Tobacco, Con- 
fectionery .. 

High-class Grocer, ‘Wine & 
Spirit Merchant .. 

Wools & Embroidery 


Bankers . 

Children’s Wear, Drapery & 
Wool 

Family Butcher 

Greengrocers 

Surgical & Bespoke Boot- 

makers & Repairers ; 

Tobacco, Sweets & Sta- 
tionery 

Bankers oe ss 

Chartered Auctioneers & 
Estate Agents ays 

Gowns, Drapery, Men’s 
Wear : 

Dairy Produce & Groceries 
Hardware & Domestic Store 

Motor Engineers, Rootes 
Agents. 

Library, Toys, ‘Confectionery 
& Tobacco 


All enquiries welcomed 
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FRANK WALTER 
G. E. FEWSTER 


Fic CE Gam.Gu 
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Telephone Cooden 108 


Ht. OH. HEL 
- Family Grocer - 


FOR QUALITY AND SERVICE 
Wines * Spirits * Bottled Beers 
A TRIAL ORDER SOLICIFED 


Little Common - Bexhill 


G. E. & M. FEWSTER 
THE POST OFFICE 
LITTLE COMMON 
Greetings Cards Notepaper by 
and Postcards Basildon Bond 
for all occasions Waldorf Club 
Rust-Craft Handi-Notes Lion Brand 
Telephone—Cooden 1 


FOR COMPLETE STATIONERY REQUISITES 


GRAHAM BURROWS 


Sidelsals for 
CHARLES BUTLER DRESSES 
KAYSER BONDOR LINGERIE 
BIJOU FROCKS 


COATS AND GENT’S WEAR 


COODEN SEA ROAD - LITTLE COMMON 


Telephone—Cooden 541 
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Telephone Cooden 168 


Hlonry Geri aK 


LITTLE COMMON 


HIGH-CLASS BAKER & CONFECTIONER 
ce Specialities: Wedding, Birthday and 


Christening Cakes 


Specialists in... 
Children ’s Pour s euauar Tipe 
General Drapery ane Poel 


CHURCHILL DRAPERY STORES 


LITTLE COMMON ROAD Tel. Cooden 2342 


TELEPHONE: COODEN 305 


N. F. CHEAL 


*-- 


NEWSAGENT - TOBACCONIST - CONFECTIONER 


*- 


SEA ROAD, LITTLE COMMON, BEXHILL-ON-SEA 


“TOMMY TUCKER ”’ 
° at the Roundabout -- 


TOBACCO - STATIONERY - CONFECTIONERY - TOYS 


GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
Agent for— 
DINKIE TOYS : AIRFIX CONSTR. MODELS 


You are cordially invited to come in without obligation to buy 


JOHN A. SHEPPARD 
Family Butcher 
ONLY BEST QUALITY MEAT SUPPLIED 
* 


CHURCH HILL - LITTLE COMMON 
Daily deliveries to all parts Telephone Cooden | 12 


The Loft Tea Rooms 


LITTLE COMMON-On the Roundabout 
MORNING COFFEE—LUNCHEONS—TEAS 


Home-made cakes & sponges a speciality 
Made from finest ingredients with local 
new-laid eggs 
Noted for our Coffee, Teas and Service 
(Visit us and See) 

Me Ot Ob OF Ob Oe Ob OF OO OF OF OF OF Ok OO Ok OO OO OOOO 
Parties catered for Agents—Wall’s Ice Cream 
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KNITCRAFT WOOLSHOP 


We have the Wools you want 


PsB - LAVENDA * TARGET 
MUNROSPUN -« VIYELLA’ 
EMBROIDERY and TAPESTRY 


P&B for all that’s new in Knitting 


COODEN SEA ROAD PB 
LITTLE COMMON 


Telephone Cooden 2925 WOOLS 


MELLUISH’S up-to-date Library 


also Confectionery (all leading makes) 
Cigarettes © Tobacco” - Toys 


AGENT FOR LYON’S ICE CREAM, ETC. 


59 COODEN SEA RD., LITTLE COMMON, BEXHILL 


COODEN ENG. CO. LTD. 


The Roundabout, Little Common 


SERVICING REPAIRS 
OVERHAULS RECELLULOSING 
* A.A. GARAGE R.A.C. 


TELEPHONE — COODEN 210 


VAUXHALL 
DEALERS REGENT PETROLS 


Sales and Service Agents for 


Ore HARD Ferranti . Ferguson . Decca . Pam 


OF BEXHILL LTD Dynatron - G.E.C. & Pilot 
RADIO * 
TELEVISION ENGINEERS Anything Electrical Supplied or Repaired 
ELECTRICAL * 
THREEFOLD SERVICE TELESURE YOUR TELEVISION 
1 SACKVILLE ROAD 4 COODEN SEA ROAD 55 NINFIELD ROAD 
BEXHILL-ON-SEA LITTLE COMMON SIDLEY 
Bexhill 2737 Cooden 2912 Bexhill 3184 


COODEN 3047 


Sie oe, 


of LITTLE COMMON, BEXHILL 


and as you may guess are Hairdressers with the most 
modern methods and up-to-date “Stylists”. Hair 
culture in all branches from children’s styles to adult 
requirements including “Hair Conditioning” “Tinting” 
“Perming” with personai supervision. Scalp specialist 
in attendance. 


Shampoo/Set from 6/6 to 8/6 Perms from £1-15°0 to £3: 15-0 


THORPE, TATE & (€0., LTD. 


ESTABLISHED 1819 


Surgical and Bespoke Awarded 13 Diplomas 
Bootmakers and and Bronze Medal 
Repairers Handsewn work a Speciality 


8 SACKVILLE ROAD, also at CENTRAL BUILDINGS, 
BEXHILL-ON-SEA LITTLE COMMON 
Bexhill 683 Ext. 3 Cooden 494 


14 


roMOBILE enone SR 


“Hi 
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COODEN SEA ROAD, BEXHILL-ON-SEA 


Telephone : Cooden 143 
HUMBER < REPAIRS 


HILLMAN icoked 
SERVICE UNITS 
SUNBEAM-TALBOT SERVICE 


MAINTENANCE 


COMMER 


Proprietor: H. G. VINER, M.1.M.1. 


For all available PROPERTIES 
in the BEXHILL, COODEN & 
LITTLE COMMON areas — 


Consult oat Pe 


MURDOCH & ISTED 


Lge oneers ° CP heais 
Oitate Asgents ne. Surveyors 


CENTRAL STATION 26 COODEN SEA ROAD 


BEXHILL LITTLE COMMON 
Telephone BEXHILL 522 Telephone COODEN 2603 
and at 
COODEN 


Local Agents to THE HALIFAX BUILDING SOCIETY 
Ta 
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LITTLE COMMON 4 oistaicr. 


(NOT TO SCALE) 


LiTrLe comMMON ZB- 


BARNHORN RD. 
Aggy Te FASTIUENS 
Me 


L/ cee COMMON 
+ SHOPPING AREA 
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WITHA YAM 


pins 
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F. J. Parsons, Ltd., Bexhill 
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